SOME PROBLEMS OF THE PEOPLE       113

IMPROVEMENTS IN AGRICULTURE

For many years the attention of the Central and Pro-
vincial Government has been directed to the improvement
of agriculture under the following main headings, several of
which have just been referred to:

Training of Indians in scientific agriculture to work in

experimental farms, to teach and lecture, and to conduct

research.
Institution of agricultural laboratories, and experimental

farms in which improvements in seed, breeds of cattle

and prevention of disease are studied.
The establishment of centres where the indigenous breeds

of cattle sheep and goats are studied from the view of

Indian needs and climate.

The success that has been met with has been remarkable,
so far as it goes, and the Indian farmer has been brought to
realize the importance of good seed grain. Immense amount
of work has been done with wheat and barley, sugar, cotton,
fruit, jute, etc. In fact no branch of Indian agriculture has
come under study that has not resulted in better produce,
and better resistance to disease. Among interesting and im-
portant matters would be the production of wheat that will
grow further south. As the wealth of the people has im-
proved, more and more wheat is being eaten, eaten always
in its whole-meal form, but if it can be grown further south
by a seed that will stand the heat, more and more will it be
taken into use as a food.

Although sugar is widely grown in India, a large amount
is still imported, and there is room for a better cane that
gives a better yield for all the trouble taken. But sugar is an
expensive crop to grow, requiring both manure and irriga-
tion, and assistance in getting manures is now one of the
objects of the agricultural co-operative societies, with which
the land has been honeycombed in the last few years.

How to describe all that has been and is being done to help